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5, AnOctober 2011 peerrviewed sty on the relablty o chilhen's statements
conflict custody cases, published in Family Court Review, concluded,

“The ascertainable wishes and felings of some children who ae caughtin thefr
paents frigh confictcomtact isputes] are extrmely velable, inthe enge tat
their consistent yexpressed oppositon o contact and the [nom-resident parent]
can be overcome in mostcases. In this study there wes more then a S0/30 chance
that the child would enjoy the experience of contact once it was ingisted that
visttake place as partof the assessment process. [italis added]

“The results suggest that in high confic contact disputes| there needs o be2
reconsideraion ofthe courts approach to s Gutyof ascertaiing the wishes and
felngs of the children concemed. T came neeasingly to the view tht i g

type of case such questoning wes potetially mileading,possily distesing, and

that the assessment of he chile's wishes and feeings was incomplete uless there
was an observation ofconfactviththe [non-resident parent]. For some children
it seemed that ther stated opposion to contact had Yeen a flse soluton to the

conflictof oyalty created by the prolonged conflict between thei pareats
(Eshibit D, pg. 799 {ialics added]
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